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I direct the Secretary of Defense on behalf of the Army, the Navy, the 
Air Force, and the Marine Corps, and the Secretary of Transportation 
on behalf of the Coast Guard, to plan for appropriate observances each 
year, with the Secretary of Defense responsible for soliciting the partici­
pation and cooperation of civil authorities and private citizens. 

I invite the Governors of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, to 
provide for the observance of Armed Forces Day within their jurisdiction 
each year in an appropriate manner designed to enhance public under­
standing and appreciation of the Armed Forces of the United States as 
protectors of freedom at home and abroad. 

I call upon my fellow Americans to proudly display the flag of the 
United States at their homes on Armed Forces Day. 

Proclamation No. 3655 of May 7, 1965, is hereby superseded. ^ f .̂ ote ̂ '̂ '̂̂  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-first day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4277 • March 25, 1974 

Loyalty Day, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Loyalty has never been a word of easy definition because loyalty is a 
state of mind, a condition of the heart. Loyalty is something we feel in 
our deepest convictions. It is not a banner to be waved so much as a 
quality to be demonstrated by our deeds. 

Just as healthy differences exist in the ways that Americans seek 
progress for our Nation, loyalty to our Nation means different things to 
different people. But regardless of how it is manifested, a common strain 
runs through our loyalty and has made it a distinctly profound part of 
our national heritage. 
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Loyalty includes a sense of deep patriotism. It is patriotism which calls 
upon all of us to make personal sacrifices when our Nation is challenged 
from within or without. 

Loyalty means allegiance to the country which has maintained our 
liberties, blessed us with an abundance of material well-being and 
spiritual freedom, and provided us all with opportunities which no 
civilization in history has ever before matched. 

A little over a year ago as our returning Vietnam prisoners of war 
gave all Americans a sense of joyous celebration, one of those courageous 
men came forth holding up a small American flag. His words were 
simple, but moving: "* * * we never lost faith in the American people, 
and we knew that these colors wouldn't run." 

It might not have been a dictionary definition, but those words repre­
sent loyalty as well as any free American could ever hope. 

In recognition of the need to set aside a day to pay tribute to the 
36 use 162. quality of loyalty, the Congress by a joint resolution of July 18, 1958, 

designated May 1 of each year as Loyalty Day and requested the Presi­
dent to issue a proclamation inviting the people of the United States to 
observe such a day with appropriate ceremonies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do call upon the people of the United States 
and upon all patriotic, civic and educational organizations to observe 
Wednesday, May 1, 1974 as Loyalty Day, with appropriate ceremonies 
in which all may join, 

I call also upon appropriate officials of the Government to display 
the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on that day 
as an expression of our loyalty to the Nation symbolized by that flag. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
tWenty-fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 
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